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Next General Meeting: May 29 th at the  
American Legion Tillman Post in Akron at 7:30PM 
Next Board Meeting:  May  29th at the  
American Legion Tillman Post in Akron at 7:00PM 
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NORTHERN ERIE SNO-
SEEKERS, INC. 

® 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

2008/2009 
 

 
   
 

 

 

NAME_________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________

CITY/TOWN____________________STATE____ZIP______ 

PHONE (__) __________E-MAIL_____________________ 
*NAME/ADDRESS MUST MATCH SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION FOR DISCOUNT. See below. 

All memberships are from Sept 1 to Aug 31 and include a subscription to the NESS Express newsletter.
$5 of this fee is for membership to NYSSA who will donate .25¢ to the NYS Snowmobile PAC. Note: If you do not want to donate this .25¢, 
check here___. If you are already a member of NYSSA (through another club) deduct $5 from amount below and write the club name and 
voucher ID# here______________________________________________________________  
 

 NEW MEMBER   
 RENEWAL     
 LANDOWNER 
 SINGLE        $25.00 
 FAMILY   $30.00 

(Incl. all members residing at address above) 
 BUSINESS $50.00 
 OTHER DONATION $___________ 

ASSUMPTION OF RISKS, RELEASE OF LIABILITY, AND WAIVER OF CLAIM 
I am aware that snowmobiling involves many risks, dangers and hazards including, but not limited to: other snowmobiles, changing weather conditions; natural or un-natural objects: 
trees, stumps, the condition of snow or ice; changes in the terrain; blind spots or areas of reduced visibility, snow grooming equipment, or other vehicles, or negligence of other drivers or 
on the part of NESS or its members to safeguard or protect me from these hazards. I am aware of, freely accept, and fully assume such risks and the potential loss resulting there from 
and release NESS and its officers, members, or sponsors from all liability and waive any and all claims for such loss. 

Signature__________________________Date________ 

“SNOWMOBILERS RESPECT LANDOWNERS - STAY ON THE TRAIL”

We are a 100% volunteer, not-for-profit organization that relies on member support to make our club a success. 
Everyone has something they can contribute and any assistance (no matter how big or small) is greatly appreciated. 
Please check any area(s) where you can help us say: “The Best Trails in WNY!” 

If you are interested in promoting your business 
we offer many forms of advertising. You may 
choose from spots in our newsletter, trail guides, 
along the trail or on our website. Please call us 
or visit our website for more information.  

*Membership in this club entitles you to NYS Snowmobile Registration fee of 
$45 on each snowmobile registered to the name and address above. A voucher 
will be issued upon club membership payment. Please bring this application to 
the monthly meeting or mail it to: 

Northern Erie Sno-Seekers, Inc. ® 
PO Box 167 

Akron, NY 14001 

www.sno-seekers.com 
(716) 741-NESS (6377)

 Officer/Board member 
 Advertising Committee 
 Trails/Landowner Committee 
 Groomer/Equipment Committee 
 Newsletter/Website Committee  
 Emergency Response Team 
 Safety/Education Committee 

 PR/Marketing Committee 
 Membership Committee 
 Social Committee 
 Fund Raising Committee 
 Trail Guides 
 Legal Advisor 
 Club Historian 
 Other________________ 
 

(Please check all that apply) 

(We do not share personal information)



 

Club Officers 

President:  Eric Glassman  741-4334 
Vice President:  Dan Dressel 
Secretary:  Scott Trapp  
Treasurer:  Rich McNamara  741-4819 
Trail Coord.: Alan Wolbert 
Board Member:  Curt Watts 
Board Member:  Jeff Glassman 
Board Member:  Frank Schroeder 
Board Member:  Dale Dunkelberger 
Board Member:  Bill Perrone 
Board Member:  Kevin Kruschke 
Board Member:  Dave Witmer 
 
 

Committees 
 
 

PR/Marketing  & Advertising  
Committee 

     Chairperson:  OPEN 
 

Social Committee: 
     Chairperson:   OPEN 

 

Membership Committee: 
     Chairperson:  Rick Johnson 

 

Groomer/Equipment Commit-
tee: 

     Chairperson: Rich Wood  759-8528 
 

Trails/ Landowners Committee: 
     Chairperson: Alan Wolbert 

     Vice Chairperson: Mike Oliver 
 

Safety/Education Committee: 
     Chairperson: Al Osborne   

 

Trail Guides Committee: 
     Chairperson:  Open 

 

Newsletter/Website Committee: 
     Chairperson: Matt Priebe 542-1212 

  Looking for replacement 
 
 
 
 

Snow Phone: 741-NESS 

Club Headlines 
 Next General Meeting: May 29th  at 7:30PM  

at the American Legion Tillman Post at 9 Eckerson Avenue 
in the Village of Akron.  On the Trail – Obey Signs. 

 
 

 Please remember the Coffta family in 
your thoughts and prayers as they 
struggle with the loss of a dear family 
member.   

 

 Remember SNOWMOBILING is a 12 
month sport, vouninteer 

 

 Trail maintenance continues….Lets all 
chip in and get the trails taken down.  

     Call 741-NESS and leave message if you can help!!! 

Next General Meeting: May 29th at 7:30PM at the American   
Legion Tillman Post in  Akron, NY.   
Next Board Meeting: May  29th at 7:00PM at the American      
Legion Tillman Post in  Akron, NY.   
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NYSSA President's Message                                                May 5, 2008  
 

Fellow NYSSA Members:  
  

This year is already well underway. I am excited to be able to serve NYSSA as your president, and I am appreciative of the sup-
port of the board of directors. Here are updates on several key issues:  
 

Trail Fund Sweep  
     I want to thank all those who have been sending letters to their elected officials in response to the NYSSA "call to action" as 
we try to convince Governor Paterson to direct the budget office to return the $1 Million that was removed from the NYS snow-
mobile trail maintenance fund. Our legislators have responded very favorably to the outcry from the snowmobiling community.  
     We are not finished, however. We are asking every member of a NYSSA club to send letters to their state assembly represen-
tatives, state senators, and Governor Paterson. We have also encouraged out-of-state club members as well as local officials and 
business owners to respond. If you have supporters in your local business communities who depend on snowmobiling, ask them 
to voice their concern as well.  
      Our representatives in Albany are working feverishly to convince the Governor to return the money. We will continue to ask 
our members to send letters so that there will be no misunderstanding about how upset we are with the trail fund sweep, and how 
important that money is to the safety and quality of snowmobiling in NYS. If you haven't yet sent letters, please do so TODAY!  
 
Executive Committee  
     The NYSSA policy manual states that the president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer, as well as the chair of the Ways 
& Means committee, serve on the Executive Committee. In addition to the officers listed above, I am pleased to appoint the fol-
lowing individuals to serve your interests as voting members of the Executive Committee:  
 

Bob Perry (Immediate Past-President)     Elwin Goff (Madison County)      Jim Meyer (Monroe County)                                          
Mike Denapole (Herkimer County)         Anne O'Dell (Ulster County)         Jim Karker (Otsego County)  
 

     These individuals have agreed to serve the NYSSA Board of Directors, and will also provide a regional flavor to the NYSSA 
Executive Committee. You will note that the Executive Committee appointments come from different regions of New York 
State. In addition, Gary Batchelder was elected as chair of the Ways & Means committee and in that role he will also sit on the 
Executive Committee. These seven representatives join Gary Broderick, Linda Middleton, Roger McCabe and me on this com-
mittee.  
     With this change in the makeup of the Executive Committee, Hal Fleischman and John Occhino will be stepping down. 
Please join me in thanking Hal and John for their dedicated and diligent service to our sport. I have no doubt that they will con-
tinue to serve NYSSA well in other avenues.  
 

NYSSA Board Meeting  
     During the NYSSA Board of Director's meeting held on May 3 at the NYS Fairgrounds near Syracuse, I presented my newly 
formed plan for the Executive Committee, as well as introducing several initiatives resulting from the Strategic Planning com-
mittee. Over the next several months, you will hear about these new approaches and you will begin to see the fruit of the work 
that your board of directors, and the strategic planning committee, put into advancing your interests. Some of those initiatives 
include:  
     � Committee Realignments. The committee structures will be evaluated during this coming year. As each committee scopes 
are reviewed, we expect several changes will be made. For example, it is expected that the Ways & Means committee will be 
renamed the Budget & Finance committee, and Safety committee will become Safety & Education committee in order to more 
accurately reflect the scope of the committees efforts.  
     � Regional Meetings. One of the Strategic Plan committee recommendations is to hold regional meetings to improve partici-
pation from clubs and club members all over the state who are unable to attend the NYSSA annual meeting and forum. To that 
end, I will propose that the board of directors meet at least once each year in parts of the state other than the Syracuse area. By 
naming the executive committee members from different regions in New York, I am laying the groundwork for the NYSSA 
board to consider creating multiple regions across New York, with each region consisting of about 10-12 county districts. If this 
pilot is successful, the board will recommend by-laws or policy manual changes.  
     � Enhanced Communications. As you know, we have added an online magazine to increase the frequency of communica-
tions with NYSSA members. This two-pronged publications strategy allows for a more frequent and up-to-date information 
flow. Additionally, NYSSA is engaged in discussions with Whelan Media Strategies for a long-term contract to provide media 
and public relations consulting to the NYSSA board. With the creation of a "publications task group" of the Public Affairs and 
Communications committee, more attention will be given to a library of NYSSA materials, brochures and pamphlets supporting 
the work of the NYSSA member clubs.                                                                                           
             Mike Fischer  
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President’s Page 

Democracy 101 
 

      You’ve no doubt heard me talk about the volunteers in this club and the many things they do to keep 
it running. We manage to get a few who pitch in and, together, make it all work. This remains to be our 
biggest challenge and common to most volunteer organizations. This time – my plea goes out to every-
one – yes everyone. 
 

      There has never been a time in the history of our club that’s more important than right now and I’m 
asking for your help. You see, our elected officials in Albany have just stolen $1,000,000 from us! Yes, its 
true - let me explain. Here’s a clip straight from NYSSA communications: 
 

       On March 7th, acting in accordance with Section 15 of Part T of Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2007, the Director 
of the Budget directed the State Comptroller’s office to transfer $100 million in available fund balances in Miscella-
neous Special Revenue accounts to the state’s General Fund.  The decision to transfer these funds was based on the 
state’s worsening financial condition, the pending Executive Budget (then under review by the Legislature), and an 
analysis of the projected cash flows for each account.  Over 50 different Special Revenue accounts were affected, 
across many different agencies and programs.  As part of this transfer of these funds, $1 million was transferred 
from the Snowmobile Trail Development and Management Account (339-41).  While Parks strongly recommended 
to the Division of the Budget that this action not be taken, this transfer was made pursuant to the law and within the 
authority of the state Budget Director. 
 

       Is “stolen” too strong of a word? I don’t think so. In fact snowmobile trail fund money is not “excess” 
and was put there by us for a single purpose. It should not be considered “available” for use for anything 
else. Simply “sweeping” it into a general fund to be used somewhere else (let’s not go there) is just plain 
wrong. Anyway, trying to fix the real problem will take yet another generation but right now getting our 
money back is more realistic.  
 

       What I’m asking each and every one of you to do is this: Write your elected officials and tell them 
how you feel. Tell them this is your money and it was put there by snowmobile registrations (not general 
tax) and you want it back! You can get a sample letter from the NYSSA website if you need. Also, follow 
the links below for information on your legislators and senators: http://www.senate.state.ny.us/
senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm; http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/. 
 

Remember – these people work for you! We have a voice in shear numbers but everyone must speak! 
Do it now – please! This impacts all of us and the 200+ other clubs in New York.  
 

I want my money back! – how about you? Stay tuned! 
 

See you at the next meeting. 
 

Eric  

NOTICE TO ALL:  
     Due to the increase in postage and printing along with “New York 
State Million Dollor Sweep”, which will decrease our funding by 30%, the 
Board has decided to go to a E-mail based newsletter! 
     Please make sure to update your e-mail address on our website at 
“snoseekers.com” on the contact page.This change will start in the next 
30-60 days. 
    Thank you for your understanding 

http://www.senate.state.ny.us/senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm�
http://www.senate.state.ny.us/senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm�
http://www.senate.state.ny.us/senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm�
http://www.senate.state.ny.us/senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm�
http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/�
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The newsletter you are reading right now is possible through the efforts of our 
members. For the most part, Matt Priebe has handled it for several years and 
has done an awesome job. Matt’s growing family and other activities prevent 
him from continuing this. That’s where we need your help! 
 

Actually, its not all that hard. All you need to do is gather the material and com-
pile it on the computer; save a send it to the printer; and whamm! its done!  
 

What a great job for a student! I’ll bet we could even get you some credits or 
something for doing it! You’ll pretty much have a blank sheet to work with and 
the sky is the limit! (almost)  
You can do it anytime of the day or night – our only requirement is to have it 
completed by the second week of the month! 
 

Anyway, we really need this and I hoping somebody knows someone or wants 
to volunteer themselves to help! I know Matt will help you get started and, be-
fore you know it, you’ll be an expert too! 
 

Call the snow phone @ 741-NESS or stop in to the meeting! 
Thanks!! 
 



Classifieds 
For Sale: 
Polaris 2000 700 XC deluxe, 4300 miles, $1500. Clarence Center 741-9608 
 

Polaris 2005 340 edge touring 2 up, 700 miles, like new. $2000. Clarence Center 741-9608 
 
NEW PRICE!!!!! 
For sale: 2005 Polaris Indy Classic 550 Fan Touring.   
  Two-Up Seat $4,000 or Best Offer.     Call 689-7350 
 
Email your classifieds to Priebe.matt@gmail.com. Also, see more at www.snoseekers.com 
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ADOPT A HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP SCHEDULE FOR 2008 
 

SUNDAY:  JULY 27, 2008   OCTOBER 26, 2008 
 

TIME: 9:00 AM 
 

WHERE: NIAGARA LABEL, LEWIS ROAD (RT. 93) AKRON, NY 
 
The NESS Snowmobile Club volunteers to clean up the 2 mile stretch of Rt 93 from 
Lewis Rd heading North to Swift Mills Rd. 
Bags, vests, hard hats, "grabbers", roadside trash & treasures and extreme appreciation 
provided FREE OF CHARGE.  Dress for a date with Mother Nature. 
Contact person: Liz Wulf 542-9550 

Wanted!   NESS Newsletter Editor 
After 7 years of writing the NESS Express, I am looking to step down and hand over the 
editor reigns to a different member.  Over the past few years, my sleds have been replaced 
with other hobbies and family priorities.  I will miss sitting at home writing the newsletter 
and helping to inform our members and landowners of the club, NYS, and snowmobile in-
dustry.  However, I feel that the job may be performed even better by a member with more 
dedication and participation in the sport of snowmobiling. 
 

It only takes a couple hours a month.  Really! 
Most of the officers and board members supply the info you need. 

The rest can be found easily by the NYSSA website and other internet sites. 
Thanks, Matt  

 
Please let us know if you can help and we’ll get you everything you will need. 
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R.E. McNamara Enterprises, Inc. 
General Contracting 

Specializing in: 
      -Construction Management        -Windows and Doors 
 

     -Custom Cabinets & Millwork   -Fireplace Mantels 
 

     -Entertainment Rooms                -Remolding 
 

     -Factory Prefinishing                   -Interior Trim 
 

       -Historical Preservation 
 

5430 Thompson Road       Office/Fax 716-741-4819
Clarence, New York 14031-1125            mcnamaraent@aol.com 



Committees in Need of Volunteers 

 
Administration 
 Board members –  

Attend the board meetings (once a month) and as a group decide on club issues and 
what is best for the club. 

 Officers –  
Officer positions each require more dedication than a board member.  If you’re a 
leader or enjoy overlooking others, an officer position is for you. 

 Legal –  
Help with legal club issues.  From our non-profit status to possible legal action 
against the club. 

Membership/PR 
Advertising/Trail Guides –  

We all shop there or stop in for a bite to eat.    
We need ads from local businesses in our newsletter and trail guide. 

Newsletter –  
Write the monthly newsletter you’re reading right now. 

Website –  
Help keep it updated and moderate what is on it. 

Social 
 Fund raising – 

Raffles, parties, booth at events.  Just a few ideas.  We get money from NYS, but 
sometimes it isn’t enough.   

 Events- 
 Help let the members know of things happening in the sport and community. 

 Club activities-  
Christmas party, club rides, summer party.  Just a few things we need to improve.  
Lets get together as a club. 

Trails 
 Landowners –  

Answer our landowners questions and help with their problems.  Let’s keep them 
happy and always thank them for allowing us to use their property. 

Trail captains –  
Take care of and pride in a 3 or 4 mile stretch of trail.   
Maybe an area near your home.  Get your buddies to help. 

Grooming/Equipment –  
Things break and need maintenance.   
From the groomer and drag to a chainsaw.  We have a lot of stuff to fix.  
Or, Turn on the tunes, up the heat, and head out.  Remember, late evening is the best 
time and we’ll train you to drive. 

Training 
 Safety courses –  

Help the young and old ride safe.  Set up and organize safety courses and discus-
sions at meetings. 

 Emergency response –  
Help the community or a rider in trouble.  Sometimes only a sled can get the job 
done and you know the area well.   
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Newsletter Information 
Message from the editor 

 

I am looking for information to put in each month’s newsletter.  As you can 
see, the newsletter looks very similar month to month.  I need information 
about our club.  Also, I am looking for events, information, news, anything 
to do with snowmobiling that may interest you and the rest of our members, 
landowners, and other readers.  PLEASE DO NOT SEND .PDF FILES.   
 
Email me at Priebe.matt@gmail.com 
 
Also, remember, we do sell ads by the month as well as a full year.  So let us 
know if you want to place an ad.  The rates are very reasonable and the 
money goes to help us keep the best trails in wny up and running. 
 
Matt Priebe, NESS Newsletter Editor 
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Feelin’ lucky? 
 

We will now be having 50/50 draws at our general meetings. The proceeds will be used to 
support our club and trail system. You now have 1 more reason to come join us!  



 

Attention Landowners 
 

Let Us Know!!! 
 
 

Please contact the trail coordinator, any of-
ficer, or leave a message at 741-6377 if any 
area of you property needs attention this 
year.  We greatly appreciate the use of your 
land for our trails and will do what we can 
to keep the ATV’s and trespassers off. 
 

If you have any concerns or recom-
mendations on how to keep ATV’s off 
your property, let us know.  We can ad-
dress trouble spots while removing the 
snowmobile trails. 
 

Thanks again for all of your support, 
without your generosity, we wouldn’t 
have these wonderful trails. 
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Thank You!!!! 
American Legion L.L. Tillman Post No. 900 

For accommodating us for our  
Board Meetings and General Meetings 

 

9 Eckerson Ave. in Akron  
(that's were Rte 93 and the bike path meet).  

Remember, we are open and on the trail.  Ride in and have a 
drink and get warm.   

Thank You!!!! 
The Randalls and Rothland Golf Course 

For accommodating us for so many years. 
 

12089 Clarence Center Rd., Akron 
(716) 542-4325 

Please contact us for golf this spring.  We also can accommodate  
large groups and tournaments.   

     Hillcross snowmobile racing has fast become one of the favorite forms of snowmobile racing for racers and fans alike. 
Racers line up on a specially built ski run with washboard sections, tabletops, and moguls that are doubles and triples. It’s a fast 
and sometimes frantic pace to the top as the racers are jumping side by side at speeds of over 70 miles per hour to the finish 
line. It’s a wild and fast 20 to 30 second ride while jumping 15 to 100 feet in the air and landing upwards of 50 feet in distance.  
Hillcross racer participation is up over 7% from 2007 as WSA partnered with Midwest Sports Publishing Network to send out 
36,000 year books.  This short weekend sport has become a great family outing for many snowmobile enthusiasts.  The fans 
have increased dramatically this past year, it’s a sport for everyone to enjoy. And what’s not to love? It’s a highflying fast and 
friendly sport. In a short time not only the racers but the fans that were mere acquaintances before become great friends shar-
ing and helping one another.  

     There are six intense racing weekends; each is a two-day event with qualifying on day one with two heat races and the finals 
on day two. The 2008 season was held at Telemark, Cable, WI; Quadna Mountain in Hill City, MN; Ski Gull, Brainerd, MN; Cas-
cade Mountain at Portage, WI; Giants Ridge, Biwabik, MN., and the final race of the year was April 12th and 13th at Spirit Moun-
tain in Duluth, MN. 
 
     Nate Blaschko of Eagle Lake, MN has been Hillcross racing for 2 and a half seasons to date and is looking forward to another 
successful season in 2009. Nate currently races a 2005 Polaris IQ 440 in the Sport 500 class and he also races a 2006 IQ modi-
fied 600 in the Sport 600 and Sport 700 classes. His sponsors include Maxsled.com, Quality Connection, Technical Solutions, CB 
Electric, Ratner Steel Supply, Vetter Sales and Service, Froehlich Sandblasting and Painting, Blaschko Building Supplies, Snell 
Custom, Habervision.com, ProGraphix, Wingert Drywall and last but not least his greatest supporter, is his wife and Officer Tif-
fany Blaschko of the Mankato, MN police dept. His sled is “Five Oh Funded”. 

 

Nate had a very successful season in 2008 finishing with a 3rd place in point standings in the Sport 500 class, a championship in the Sport 600 
class and a 2nd place finish in the Sport 700 class. Nate would like to thank all his sponsors, his wife, family and friends for all their help to 

make his season as successful as it was. 
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max 
All-terrain vehicles 

An amphibious, six-wheel drive all-terrain vehicle that has numerous applications in the off-
road and industrial markets.  Over land, snow, or water, go where no vehicle has gone before. 

 

Manufactured in Buffalo, NY by Recreatives Industries since 1969. 
Stop in or call and find out more about the ultimate ATV.   

Located at 60 Depot St, Buffalo, NY or call 855-2226 
www.maxatvs.com 



 

Francis W. King  
Petroleum Products, Inc. 

 
7871 Transit Rd. 

East Amherst, NY  14051 
716-636-3160 

Fax: 716-636-3690 
 

We Provide: 
                

  Fuel Oil      Residential 
Gasoline      Commercial 

    Diesel Fuel         Metered Service 
      Kerosene      Automatic Delivery 

     Burner Service  
 

Serving Buffalo & Suburbs 
 

For Prompt Service please call 
 

716-636-3160 
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